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“There are three possible senses of Vasyam, “to be clothed”,
“to be worn as a garment”, and “to be inhabited.” The first is
the ordinarily accepted meaning, Shankara explainls it in
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this significance, that we must lose the sense of this unreal
objective universe in the sole perception of the pure Brahman.
So explained the first line becomes a contradiction of the whole
thought of the Upanishad which teaches the reconciliation, by
the perception of essential unity of the apparently incompatible
opposites, God and the world, Renunciation and Enjoyment...etc.
The image is of the world either as a garment or as a dwelling
place for the informing and governing spirit. The latter signifi-
cance agrees better with the thought of the Upanishad.
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“We have two readings, Asurya suniess and Asur-
ya, Titanic or undivine, The third verse is, in the
thought structure of the Upanishad, the starting point
for the final movement in the last four verses. Its:
suggestions are there taken up and worked out. The
prayer to the Sun refers back in thought to the sunless.
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worlds and their blind gloom, which are recalled in
the ninth and twelfth verses. The sun and his rays
are intimately connected in other Upanishads also with
the worlds of light and their natural opposite is to the
dark and sunless, not the Titanic worldg."
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“Apas as it is accentuated in the version of the
white Yajurveda, can mean only, “water”. If this
accentuation is disregarded, we may take it as the
singular Apas, work, action. Shankara however
renders it by the plural, works. The difficulty only
arises because the true Vedic sense of the word had
been forgotten and it came to be taken as referring to
the fourth of the five elemental states of matter, the
liquid. Such a reference would be entirely irrelevant
to centext. But the waters, otherwise called the seven
streams or the seven fostering Cows are the Vedic
symbol for the seven cosmic principles and their activi-
ties, three inferior, the physical, vital and mental, four
superior, the divine truth, the divine Bliss, the divine
will consciousness and divine being. On this concep-
tion also is founded the ancient idea of the seven worlds
in each of which the seven principles are separately
active by their various harmonies, This is obviously,
the right significance of the word in the upanishad.”
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“Matarisvan seems to mean ‘he who extends him-
self in the mother or the container’ whether that
be the containing mother element, ether, or the'
material energy called earth in the Veda and spoken
of there as the mother. Itis a Vedic epithet of the
god Vayu, who representing the divine principle in the
life-energy, Prana, extends himself to matter .and
vivifies its forms. Here it signifies the divine power
that presides in all forms of cosmic activity.”
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