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Economy and Cullure in Pre-British India 15

faiths. The town did not live an exclusive existence There was generally economic and cultural
exchange between one town and other Incian towns, nay even the distant countries

All the scientific, philosophic, artistic. and rehigio-artistic culture of the period was con-
centiated in towns. While superstition and the crudest forms of nature and god-worship were
rampant orthe village, most subtle, complex, and logically most claborate Kinds of idealistic
and spiritualistic philosophies thrived among the englightened séction of the towns-people. The
maonarchs, Hindu, Buddhist or Muslim, maintained at their courts, under royal patroiige, a
galaxy of artists, literatteurs, Philosophers, and scientists who were the best representatives of,
and epitomised, the entire culture of the period in its various nspects. The toyal patron sat in
the court surrounded by these savanis and artists, who are celebrated in Indian history as ‘Nava
Ramas’ ('Nine Jewels'),

At the courts of Ashoka, Vikramaditya, Bhoj and other Buddhist and Hindu kings a5 also at
the courts of Akbar, Shah Jahan und other Mogul emperors, the outstanding artists, scientists,
and thinkers of the respective period congregated. Kalidas, Bana, and other luminaries of artis-
¢ Hindu literature, flourished at royal courts, Tansen, the best musician of medieval India and
founder of new tendencics in music, was patronized by Akbar. Astronomers were encouraged and
supparted by kings who built for them observatories as king Jayasing did. Whatever mstory has
come down to us, recording the events of those ages, was written by court historians maintained
by the ruling kings.

Indian culture, both Hindu and Muslim, was primarily and fundamentally religious. The religious
note generally permeated all the intellectual and artistic creation of both Hindus and Muslims. As
0 Malley remarks:

“The most distinctive feature of Hindu culture was the religious element by which it was
suffused. Religion was interwoven with the Hindu system of law. The books in which 1t was
incorporated were regarded as divinely inspired.... religion and literature were so closely
associated that the greater part of the works composed in different Indian languages are devo-
tional in character.... Art again, which reflects the aesthetic sensibility of a people, was inhi-
mately connected with religion, architecture finding expression in temples, and sculpture in
the carvings, instinct with religious symbolism which adorned them, ™"

The same was true of the Muslim culture which too was mainly and essentially religious in
nature and tone. Even when, as a result of the prolonged and close association of the Hindus and
the Muslims, a strong tendency lowards a synthesis of the two cultures grew, the essential refigious
character of the two cultures marked their cultural synthesis,

Religio-ideological Unity of Indian Culture

The culture (philosophical, religious and other) of the pre-British Indian feudal-agrarian society
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quantitative and not a qualitative character. Basically it remained the same for centuries. Such a
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12 Social Background of Indian Nationalism
Nature of Village Culture in Pre-British India
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Ecanomy and Culture in Pro-British Incha 1)

smoe the Intter were provided with rmw materiats by thei employers, were mabilized in places of
work fixed by them and ]’!TUI!I.IL‘I.’E‘ fior these specific 1.-1";;].4“ etn ol nodt Tor ihe mmrket

Pethaps the most stnking feature of the urban mdustries was the extremely limited charelor of
their market. This was due 1o the fact thal they did not produce articles of daily use Tir the commen
people but functioned o meet the specific needs of the social struta and instituthons. meotioned
ahove. Further, the requirements of the vast mass of the population living in sutarchic villnges were
met by the local artisan idustry of (e villages themselves, iheraby narmowing down the mars ket of
urban industries to extremely resiricied zones

Though there exisied in pre-Brtish India some of the pre-requisites for a capitals transforma.
tan of Indian cconomy and social wiructure, these prerequisites could not mature wo s fo lead o
such a trmnsformation. The non-development of bourgeols society on the basis of the growth of
indigenous social forces, numely commercial capital and urbin induitry, wis due 16 the extremely

peculiar political and cconomic structure of pre-Rritish Indian society, Among the obwtacles (0 such
consummuation, the self sufficient village was perhaps the most formiduble

“Owing 1o the direct combination of domestic industry and agriculture tht it (the village
community) represented, and the resultant economies, the village was shle 10 preserve s
cquihibrium and offer the sirongest resistance 1o disruptive influences.”™ “The village which
had in general no room for serfdom or baronial exploitation, wis the more firmly articulated in
its inner structure and therefore succeeded where the manor had farled, in mamtaming its dis-
tinctive character. When we consider that, in the nineleenth century, it withsiood the assault of
mass-produced goods and broke dawn linally under the cumulative pressure of political and
economic changes, we cannot be surprised at the tlenacity it displayed for so long

The industnal and mercantile clusses of the 1owns, due 1 the almost impregnable balanced
cconomic of the sell-sufficient village, could not bring the countryside within the orbit of any
apprecishle trading aperation. This not only restricted the growth of industry snd trade in pre-
Brtish India but also made the classes economically and hence politically dependent upon and
servile to the feudal prince and his nobility. They could not economically conguer the countryside
and mobilize the support of the rural population against Indian feudalism and seize power

There was, according to Shelvankar, a second reason oo why the incipient Indisn bourgeoisie
could not overthrow the feudal regime and establish o dominant capitalist economic system in India

“For the agrarian system of India, public works and irrigation works were & necessity. It could
only be met by an organization with the resources and the authority of the state. And to control,
regulite and supervise public works and the collection of the land tax, the state was compelled 10
stafion iis sgents at the vanious local centres, which were the towns ™

And further, “in Indian conditions, ... the state, whose fortunes were bound up with the land.
never relaxes its hold on the towns which were the bases of its action "'
reach high levels of political and economic strength and capitalism did not grow as & dominant
cconomic system in India. “For these reasons—the invincible toughness of the village and the
pnlhinl!impmufﬁm-mmﬂhﬂhmw- inhibited and the
spontancous emergence of a capitalist order was rendered impossible ™

It was the advanced bourgeoisie of Englind who, in fact, subsequently expropristed the Indian
M'mﬂ'pﬁmm.mmmmm“hmﬂ
accomplished a far-reaching capitalist transformation of Indian economy, both raral and urban, “the
enly genuine social revolution in Indian history” as deseribed by Marx.
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10 Socal Background of indian Nationalism
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Econgmy and Culhsre m Pre-Briish Ingla 13

Even when the grester part of India was Srought under a single political and administrative mle
by an putssndiog monarch like Samodr Gupta or Akbar, this in no way sffected the essential
fife-processes of the sutonomous village, It left intact and undisturbed or only slightly modified the
ewsential life of the village The only change due to such an impenal cvent, <o far as the village was
concerned. was that the Land revenue was now transferred from the old 10 the new monarch. The vil-
lage comtinued to remam econommically self-sufficient. The villager continued to be governed by the
caste and village comminioes and codes The same inellectual stagnation and mental stubtification
of the peopie. growing out of the low level of sovro-economic existence in the village, persisted

The conscrvative. unchangmg. autarchic village survived, in its main outline, all the mulitary,
political and religious uphenvals which took plsce so froquently in Indian history

There could not, therefore, evolve any national consciousness among the people since the growth
of this consClousness presupposes, #s its mutenal reason and prerequisie, unified and common
pebiticzl and economic hife. Such an economic life comes into being onlv when productive forces
mrﬂtdihi;hhdufdﬂm&diwﬁuufmmm“imnﬂmddF
cmbracing, and. as & result, there s an all-round cconomic exchange. The growth of means of
mansport and communicatons. arismg out of the needs of such highly advanced economic Iife.
farther comsolidstes this economic life. and facilitstes the mass movement and mass social and
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14 Social Background of Indian Nationalism

was the land of the Hindus who were united by the common reli
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Nature of Urban Culture in Pre-British India e
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Economy and Cullure in Pre-British india 17

architects from Constantinople; according to Persian authorities, the designer of the Ta) Mahal was
a Turk from the same great city."™

In the carfier periods, the Hindu culture spread as far os Java, Bali, Sumatra, Malay, and other
islands ot the Easten Archipelago. Even today, the life and customs of a good proportion of the
people of some of these 1slands bear the impring of Hinduism

anr_u-. were also the centres of learning during those penods. Hindu and subsequently Muslim
seminaries were functioning in various towns.

Thus there was a rich, complex. cultural life bristling in the town of the pre-Brinsh period.

Absence of National Sentiment

This culture was however not inspired by any national spirit which did not and could not exist in
that period. Even non-religious secular ant was not national in content or scope. It glorified the
greatness of a monarch (Kutub Minar, stately palaces, tombs loaded with rich architectural designs)
or eulogized the monarch's deep undying love for his royal spouse (Tay Mahal). 1t was the art of
the aristocracy or of the religious community, Hindus or Muslims, not of the nation or new social
classes composing the modern nation (national in form and class in content). The consciousness of
the towns-people, the king. the nobility, the traders, the artisans, was not national consciousness.
The objective and subjective prerequisites (such as a common economic, social and state existence,
and the consciousness of such existence) for the emergence of o national culture did not exist in
pre-Bnitish India. A national culure implies the welding of & community into a nation, which is con-
summated when, as a result of economic development (the growth of sufficient productive forces and
division of labour so as o enmesh the community mio a single system of exchange relations, the
development of a well-ramified and rapid system of transport), it becomes economically and, in course
of time socially and politically more or less integrated. The exigencies of a common economic life
tend to aceelerate the growth of a common language, which is a futher instrument of consolidating
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